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Welcome to English 12!

English 12 represents the last lap of a long, grueling race through the different grades of English instruction. Congratulations! Now you can just perceive that checkered flag in the distance, and what a welcome sight it must be!

All previous English courses have prepared you for this final sprint. So, pedal to the metal, focus on the road ahead, and avoid any last minute smash-ups.

The primary activities for this course will be: critical reading, critical reflection, and critical expression. In other words: lots of reading and writing!!

During this course you will have many opportunities to learn and improve your skills in communication, reading for comprehension, awareness and insight, thinking critically about the substance of what you have read and expressing your ideas concerning what you have read in a disciiplined and critical way, through the long answer and essay formats.
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You HAVE To
LET ME OUT, FIRST.

I NEED TOTHINK
OUTSsIDE THE BOX.

OKAY, MUSE .
LET’'S START
WRITING.




English 12 Provincial Exam and the LPI (Language Proficiency Index Exam)

Your final exam for this course will be the BC English 12 Provincial Exam. It will constitute 40% of your final grade. This exam will assess your skills primarily though the referenced long answer and essay formats. Therefore, you need to become comfortable and competent with these writing styles.

At a scheduled time, all students will take the LPI Exam.

This exam tests your proficiency in grammar, reading comprehension and in writing.

Your LPI result will have no impact on your English 12 course grade BUT acceptance into certain western university programs will be conditional on certain LPI score levels. Much more on this later...

In preparation for the requirements of the BC Provincial Exam and the LPI Exam, we shall focus on those critical reading and writing skills that will be most important for ensuring successful outcomes.

Something else of equal importance to consider: many students entering university experience a brutal “wake up call” in terms of the standards of reading,writing and research that is expected of them by their professors. Therefore, this course will provide you the tools and the discipline that you will require for your post-secondary education.

Unit 1: “Gearing up”

September 1- 4
A brief period of introductory reading and writing activities meant to establish where we are currently in our English skills, so that we can gain some perspective and focus about where we need to be. A fun creative writing activity will be attempted.
Unit 2: “Short Stories”
September 7-25
Read and enjoy short stories while enhancing your ability to understand the skills and techniques that author’s use to create. Through discussion, visual and written communication, you will continue to increase your capacity to integrate quotations from primary and secondary sources, and write analytically about the ideas presented.

Unit 3: “Poetry”

September 28- October 16
Poetic forms and devices, the connotations of language and the writer’s process through poetry will be further discovered, discussed and analyzed. Various activities will be incorporated so that you experience types of poems, poets, forms and presentation styles.

Unit 4: “Non-fiction”

October 19- November 6
Unit 5: “The Essay”

November 9-27

Unit 6: “ Shakespeare”

November 30- December 17
A thorough study of one of the following plays: “Hamlet”, “Twelfth Night” or “The Taming of the Shrew”. Particular attention will be paid to: structure, theme, figurative language and characterization.
Unit 7: “Review of Writing, Reading and Responding Skills/Strategies and Unfinished Business”

January 5- 27

As the heading suggests, this period will be given over to extensive review of the important elements of the final exam. During this time you will be able to catch up on any assignments as well.
Independent Novel Study
Starting at the beginning of the course you  will be able to choose a novel of their choice and they will be responsible for reading it and completing a independent novel study assignment. You are required to write one essay (minimum eight pages, double-spaced, Times 12 font, using MLA or APA style) based upon a “thesis” of your own devising, approved by me.

Letter Grades

	A
	86%-100%

	B
	73%- 85%

	C+
	68%-72%

	C
	60%-67%

	C-
	50%-59%

	I= incomplete
	Failing---Gulp!!  


Plan Time To Succeed!
Evaluation:

You will earn a letter grade and percentage for each term, and a final grade for the course. 

The mark breakdown may vary from unit to unit, dependent on the desired learning outcomes and the instructional strategies utilized. Nonetheless, a term breakdown should look like this:

	Class work and assignments
	40%

	Homework (checks and assessments)
	20.00%

	Tests/Quizzes
	20%

	Independent Novel Studies
	20.00%


Course mark blended with the BC final exam: 60% + 40%= 100%
If you are not meeting course expectations, you may also receive and “I” at some point in the course. This stands for “In Progress” or “Incomplete”, depending on the circumstances. The “I” is a warning that you are not meeting course expectations, and may not be successful in the course. Be aware that once an “I” has been given at any point in the semester or year, an “F” or failing grade can be issued on a formal report.

Academic Dishonesty:
The copying of another person’s files/data/information will not be tolerated. I have zero tolerance for plagiarism, which results in a zero on the assignment for ALL students involved and could possibly involve parents, counselors, and administration. Academic dishonesty and plagiarism breaks the trust between that instructor and student. In short, when in doubt about any work that you are doing and its source, ask your instructor!!

Absences
If you are home ill, your parents are responsible for informing the school that you are absent for the day.

You are responsible for completing all assignments that you miss due to absence. Talk to another students in the class or talk to me either before or after school.

If you miss three classes in a row I will contact your parents/guardians.

Let’s have an awesome year!

Ms. Taylor 
sarah.taylor@yesnet.yk.ca
